Much that has been written about the design of social welfare in premodern England has been focused on laws for the poor, on institutions for the orphaned, and property arrangements for the widowed (Page, 1930; Webb, 1966; Pound, 1971) .' Much, too, has been said about the correspondence between support systems and inheritance customs, about primogeniture, partibility, and the impact of both on the livelihood of the young (Goody et al., 1976 ). Yet little has been said about social security for the aged. Instead it is widely assumed that in the communities of rural England the family provided the source as well as the means of income maintenance for the elderly (Homans, 1941 (Homans, 1941:155; Hilton, 1975:29; Razi, 1981:7-8 (Hatcher, 1977:58-61 (Homans, 1941; 154-157; Hilton, 1975:29 (Campbell, 1980 (Campbell, , 1982 Smith, 1979; Clark, 1982 The economic climate of these decades is well known (Postan, 1972 (Postan, , 1973 (Hatcher, 1977:47-54 (Raftis, 1964:71 Hilton (1975:99-100) ; Homans (1941:177-210) ; Raftis (1964: 46 (Titow, 1969:79-81; Hilton, 1975:198-199 (1941:144-150) ; see also Raftis (1964:42-46 (1973:78) . For corrodies, see Harvey (1977:120, 167, 193) , and also Hilton (1966:52, 111-113 
